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these remote retreats exerts a subtle but
baneful influence on the character of the
officials themselves, #nd through them on
the Government. It deepens and intensi-
fies their officialism. To understand this
we must take an example from another
sphere. In those countries which hold
by the priestly ideal in the exercise of
their religion, the people sharply dis-
tinguish between the parish priests and
the members of the great monastic orders
or brotherhoods. Whilst the parish priests
enjoy a rich dower of veneration, of love
and respect, a settled hostility is often the
portion of the monks. Why is this?
Priest and monk both follow the same
dogmas, they worship at the same shrine,
they are members of the same Church.
The reason seems to lie in the fact that
whereas the parish priest lives amongst
the people, and is, so to speak, one of
themselves, the monks live aloof, segre-
gated from the commonalty, and in close
contact with the other members of the
same order. Hence they come to place
the interests ami aspirations of their order